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FEBRUARY 27, 2020 SESSION – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL 

1/ The Board of Commissioners of the County of Allegan, State of 

Michigan, met in the Board Room of the County Services Building in the 

Township of Allegan on February 27, 2020 at 9:00 A.M. in accordance with 

the motion for adjournment of February 13, 2020, and rules of this board; 

Chairman Storey presiding. 

 The Deputy Clerk led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance to the 

flag. 

 Upon roll call the following members answered as Commissioners for 

the respective Districts: 

 DIST #1 DEAN KAPENGA   DIST #5 TOM JESSUP - Absent 

 DIST #2 JIM STOREY   DIST #6 GALE DUGAN 

 DIST #3 MAX THIELE   DIST #7 RICK CAIN 

 DIST #4 MARK DeYOUNG 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – NO COMMENTS 

2/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting to public participation and as 

there were no comments from the public, he closed the meeting to public 

participation. 

 

AGENDA – ADOPTED AS PRESENTED 

3/ Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner Thiele to 

adopt the meeting agenda as presented. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 

6 votes. Nays: 0 votes. Absent: 1 vote. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 

CITIZEN SURVEY UPDATE 

4/ Executive Director of Services/Transportation Director Dan Wedge and 

Dr. Michael Kiella presented the results of the Citizen Survey that was 

mailed out to 1700 Allegan County residents. The survey was also available 

online to those who did not receive the survey in the mail. The full 

report will be posted to the County website. 
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BREAK – 10:00 A.M. 

5/ Upon reconvening at 10:12 A.M., the following Commissioners were 

present: Commissioner Kapenga, Storey, Thiele, DeYoung, Dugan and Cain. 

Absent: Jessup. 

 

2020 BOARD PLANNING – 277 NORTH STREET BUILDING/AMEND MEETING MINUTES FOR 

2/13/2020 AND HOLD SPECIAL PLANNING SESSION 3/5/2020 

6/ Discussions continued with the 2020 Board Planning. Administrator 

Sarro asked for recommendations on the sale of 277 North Street in Allegan 

(former CMH-ACC building)- lowering purchase price, minimum bid process, 

upkeep to the building. 

Moved by Commissioner Cain, seconded by Commissioner Thiele to 

authorize the Administrator to reduce price of 277 North Street in the 

City of Allegan (former CMH-ACC building) to $325,000 for a period of 90 

days. Motion carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 6 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

Absent: 1 vote. 

Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Thiele that any 

cost estimates concerning 277 North Street, Allegan MI be excluded from 

all County planning. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: Thiele, DeYoung, 

Dugan and Cain. Nays: Kapenga and Storey. Absent: Jessup. 

 

Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to 

amend the minutes from the February 13, 2020 Planning Session – item #6 – 

pages 58-59. Correct “Headlee Restoration” to “Headlee Reset”. Motion 

carried by voice vote. Yeas: Kapenga, Storey, DeYoung, Dugan and Cain. 

Nays: Thiele. Absent: Jessup. 

 

 Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to hold 

a special planning session for the Headlee Reset on March 5, 2020 at 9:00 

A.M.  Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 6 votes. Nays: 0 votes. Absent: 

1 vote. 

 

SHERIFF’S RECOGNITION AWARDS 

7/ Sheriff Frank Baker presented Certificates of Commendation to the 

following deputies: Blair Kacos, Cory Harris, David Ashton, Brandon 

Berens, Randy Beute, Craig Gardiner, Mike Martin, Dave Miller, Ryan Rewa, 

Matt VanderPloeg, Ryan Gerke, Kyle Baker, Cesar Cano, Tyler Jackson, Kurt 

Katje, Vonda Evers and James Steuer. 

 

Deputy John Damveld presented awards from Mothers Against Drunk 

Driving to the following deputies: Kyle Baker, Ryan Gerke, Brandon Berens, 

Michael Murphy, and Blair Kacos. 

 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MARCH 5, 2020 AT 9:00 A.M. 

8/ Moved by Commissioner Cain, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to adjourn 

until March 5, 2020 at 9:00 A.M. The motion carried and the meeting was 

adjourned at 11:45 A.M. 
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AFTERNOON SESSION 

 

FEBRUARY 27, 2020 SESSION – INVOCATION, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL 

9/ The Board of Commissioners of the County of Allegan, State of 

Michigan, met in the Board Room of the County Services Building in the 

Township of Allegan on February 27, 2020 at 1:00 P.M. in accordance with 

the motion for adjournment of February 13, 2020, and rules of this Board; 

Chairman Storey presiding. 

 The invocation was offered by District #1 Commissioner Kapenga. 

 The Deputy County Clerk led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance to 

the flag. 

 Upon roll call the following members answered as Commissioners for 

the respective Districts: 

 DIST #1 DEAN KAPENGA   DIST #5 TOM JESSUP - Absent 

 DIST #2 JIM STOREY   DIST #6 GALE DUGAN 

 DIST #3 MAX THIELE   DIST #7 RICK CAIN – Left 2:20PM 

 DIST #4 MARK DeYOUNG 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

10/ Deputy Clerk Tien noted to the board that they received the following 

resolutions: 

1. Alcona County, Berrien County and Oceana County - resolution in 
support of the Second Amendment 

2. Wexford County and Kalkaska County resolution to declare the counties 
be a Second Amendment sanctuary county 

3. Cheboygan County resolution is support of the “Stepping Up 
Initiative” 

4. Marquette County resolution requesting the Great Lakes shoreline be 
declared a disaster area and to seek assistance 

 

FEBRUARY 12, 2020 SESSION MINUTES – ADOPTED 

11/ Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to 

approve the minutes for the February 13, 2020 session as distributed. 

Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 6 votes. Nays: 0 votes. Absent: 1 

vote. 

 

PRESENTATIONS 

12/ Commissioner DeYoung and Commissioner Kapenga presented a certificate 

of appreciation to Marsha Fisher for her 31 years of volunteer services to 

Allegan County with the 911 Policy & Procedure Board. 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – COMMENTS 

13/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting to public participation and the 

following individuals offered comments: 

1. Kevin Miedema, Allegan County Surveyor, introduced himself to the 
board 

2. Carol Catherine of 4131 Wildwood Dr, Allegan addressed the board 
regarding gun control and her opposition to Allegan County being a 

sanctuary county 
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3. Steve DeYoung of 127th Ave in Monterey Township addressed the board 
with his support of Allegan County being a sanctuary county 

 

AGENDA – ADOPTED AS PRESENTED 

14/ Moved by Commissioner Thiele, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

adopt the meeting agenda as presented. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 

6 votes. Nays: 0 votes. Absent: 1 vote. 

 

INFORMATIONAL SESSION 

15/ County Clerk/Register of Deeds Bob Genetski presented his 2019 Annual 

Report to the board. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS: 

16/ Administrator Rob Sarro highlighted on his written report – indigent 

defense office space, animal shelter improvement project, preparation of 

the 2021 budget process, and Coronavirus brochure update. 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE – CLAIMS & INTERFUND TRANSFERS 

17/ WHEREAS, Administration has compiled the following claims for 

February 21, 2020 and February 28, 2020; and 

WHEREAS, the following claims, which are chargeable against the 

County, were audited in accordance with Section 46.61 to 46.63, inclusive, 

M.C.L. 1970 as amended and resolutions of the Board; and 

WHEREAS, said claims are listed in the 2020 Claims folder of the 

Commissioners’ Record of Claims. 

 
February 21, 2020 

  

 

TOTAL AMOUNT 

CLAIMED 

AMOUNT 

ALLOWED 

AMOUNT 

DISALLOWED 

General Fund – 1010  158,227.32 158,227.32  

Park/Recreation Fund - 2080  127.45 127.45  

Central Dispatch/E911 Fund - 2110  1,036.17 1,036.17  

Friend of the Court Office – 2151  122.32 122.32  

Health Department Fund - 2210  2,874.01 2,874.01  

Solid Waste – 2211  39,856.17 39,856.17  

Transportation Grant – 2300  4,009.22 4,009.22  

Public Improvement Fund - 2450  1,230.67 1,230.67  

Animal Shelter- 2550  4,410.00 4,410.00  

Palisades Emergency Planning Facility UP - 
2630 

 
8,000.00 8,000.00  

Concealed Pistol Licensing Fund - 2635  268.48 268.48  

Local Corrections Officers Training Fund – 2640  984.50 984.50  

Grants – 2790  14,350.00 14,350.00  

Child Care-Circuit/Family – 2921  12,942.17 12,942.17  

Soldiers Relief Fund – 2930  2,216.87 2,216.87  

Senior Millage – 2950  203,487.25 203,487.25  

Delinquent Tax Revolving Fund - 6160  4,729.58 4,729.58  

Drain Equip Revolving – 6390  549.59 549.59  

Fleet Management – 6612  46.20 46.20  

Self-Insurance Fund - 6770  17,092.92 17,092.92  

Drain Fund - 8010  18,920.10 18,920.10  

TOTAL AMOUNT OF CLAIMS 

 495,480.99 
 

495,480.99 
  

 

 

 
February 28, 2020 

  

  

TOTAL AMOUNT 

CLAIMED 

AMOUNT 

ALLOWED 

AMOUNT 

DISALLOWED 
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General Fund – 1010   100,270.75 100,270.75  

Park/Recreation Fund - 2080   219.52 219.52  

Friend of the Court Office – 2151   300.66 300.66  

Health Department Fund – 2210   2,829.32 2,829.32  

Solid Waste – 2211   19,712.27 19,712.27  

Transportation Grant – 2300   2,473.65 2,473.65  

Public Improvement Fund - 2450   107,838.47 107,838.47  

Youth Home CIP – 2465   11,000.00 11,000.00  

Animal Shelter- 2550   175.00 175.00  

Indigent Defense - 2600   56,253.03 56,253.03  

Palisades Emergency Planning Facility UP - 
2630 

  
123.60 123.60  

Grants – 2790   24,522.68 24,522.68  

Child Care-Circuit/Family – 2921   8,474.33 8,474.33  

Soldiers Relief Fund – 2930   1,010.79 1,010.79  

Senior Millage – 2950   1,524.00 1,524.00  

Delinquent Tax Revolving Fund - 6160   329.74 329.74  

Drain Equip Revolving – 6390   105.53 105.53  

Self-Insurance Fund - 6770   363.02 363.02  

Drain Fund - 8010   19,610.29 19,610.29  

TOTAL AMOUNT OF CLAIMS 
  

$357,136.65 $357,136.65  
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners adopts the 

report of claims for February 21, 2020 and February 28, 2020. 

Moved by Commissioner Thiele, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to adopt 

the report of claims for February 21, 2020 and February 28, 2020. Motion 

carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 6 votes. Nays: 0 votes. Absent 1 vote. 

  

DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 

SECOND AMENDMENT SANCTUARY COUNTY 

18/ WHEREAS, the County Board of Commissioners of the County of ALLEGAN, 

State of Michigan, pursuant to Michigan statute, is vested with the 

authority of administering the affairs of the County government of Allegan 

County, Michigan, and is organized as a body corporate with powers and 

immunities provided by law, and to protect the health, safety, and welfare 

of the residents of ALLEGAN County and the employees of the ALLEGAN County 

government; and  

WHEREAS, the Second Amendment to the United States Constitution, 

ratified in 1791 as part of the Bill of Rights, protects the right of the 

people to keep and bear arms; and  

WHEREAS, Article I, Section 6 of the Michigan Constitution (1963) 

provides that “Every person has a right to keep and bear arms for the 

defense of himself and the state"; and 

WHEREAS, current United States Supreme Court case law has affirmed an 

individual's right to possess a firearm, unconnected with service in a 

militia and to use that firearm for traditionally lawful purposes, such as 
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self-defense within the home; and that the right of an individual to “keep 

and bear arms,” as protected under the Second Amendment, is incorporated 

to the States by the Due Process Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment; and 

that possession or use of a firearm that has some reasonable relationship 

to the preservation of a well-regulated militia is protected by the Second 

Amendment; and  

WHEREAS, it is the desire of this Board to declare its support of the 

Second Amendment to the United States Constitution and to the provisions 

of the Michigan Constitution which protect ALLEGAN County citizens' 

individual rights to keep and bear arms; and  

WHEREAS, each ALLEGAN County Commissioner, as provided by Article IX, 

Section 1, of the Michigan Constitution (1963), took an oath to support 

the United States Constitution and the Michigan Constitution.  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the ALLEGAN County Board of 

Commissioners, that the County of ALLEGAN, Michigan, be, and hereby is, 

declared to be a "Second Amendment Sanctuary County.” 

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Board affirms its support for the 

ALLEGAN County Sheriff and the ALLEGAN County Prosecuting Attorney, in the 

exercise of their sound discretion to not enforce against any citizen an 

unconstitutional firearms law; and 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Board directs its staff to forward a 

copy of this resolution to the County's fellow county elected officials, 

the Michigan State Legislature (House of Representatives and State 

Senators), the Governor of Michigan and all of the Michigan U.S. 

Congressmen.  

 Moved by Commissioner Thiele, seconded by Commissioner Cain to 

approve the resolution as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote. 

Yeas: 6 votes. Nays: 0 votes. Absent 1 vote. 

 

SHERIFF’S OFFICE – AUTHORIZE VEHICLE REPLACEMENTS 

19/ WHEREAS, two (2) Sheriff police interceptor vehicles were totaled due 

to accidents; and 

 

Vehicle Description: MMRMA Claim 

Reimbursement: 

Additional CIP 

Requested: 

Unit #32 VIN GC60673 $15,500 $17,494 

Unit #22 VIN GB28179 $12,000 $20,994 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the BOC authorizes the capital purchase 

of two (2) police interceptor vehicles from Signature Ford at $65,988 

through the Macomb County Bid 21-18 Cooperative Agreement; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the County Administrator is authorized to 

allocate $38,488 from capital and the $27,500 received from MMRMA for the 

total loss of both units, for a total of $65,988; and 

 BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Board Chairperson and/or the County 

Administrator are authorized to sign the necessary documents on behalf of 

the County and that the Executive Director of Finance is authorized to 

make the necessary budget adjustments to complete this action. 
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 Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

approve the resolution as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote. 

Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. Absent 2 votes. 

 

FINANCE—APPROVE 2020 REMONUMENTATION PLAN 

20/ WHEREAS, the current County Remonumentation Plan was adopted by the 

Board back in 1992; and 

WHEREAS, County Surveyor has submitted an updated plan for Board 

review.  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners approves 

the recommendation of the County Surveyor to revised 2020 Remonumentation 

Plan as presented; and 

     BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Board Chairperson and/or the County 

Administrator are authorized to sign the necessary documents on behalf of 

the County and that the Executive Director of Finance is authorized to 

make any necessary budget adjustment to complete this action.      

Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

approve the resolution as presented. Motion carried by voice vote. Yeas: 5 

votes. Nays: 0 votes. Absent 2 votes. 
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48TH CIRCUIT COURT – APPLY/ACCEPT  TITLE IV-E CHILD AND PARENT LEGAL 

REPRESENTATION GRANT 

21/ BE IT RESOLVED, the Board of Commissioners does hereby approve the 

request of Circuit Court to apply for the Title IV-E Child and Parent 

Legal Representation Grant in the amount of $85,854 that will assist to 

offset the County' s cost for family court appointed attorneys while also 

providing additional funding for better legal representation; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, grant term of October 1, 2019 through 

September 30, 2020 and will be built into the annual grant submission in 

the Budget; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, to the degree reimbursement of current 

expenditures is allowable, such revenue shall offset existing General Fund 

appropriations; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, to the degree revenue must support new or 

enhanced services no additional allocation or local match is authorized; 

and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, final acceptance of grant funding is 

contingent upon County Administrators review of agreement; and 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, the Board Chairperson and/or County 

Administrator is authorized to sign any documents on behalf of the County 

and the Executive Director of Finance is authorized to perform the 

necessary budget adjustments to complete this action. 

Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner DeYoung to 

approve the resolution as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote. 

Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. Absent 2 votes. 

 

ELECTIONS: COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH BOARD 

22/ Chairman Storey opened nominations to fill the 3-year term on the 

Community Mental Health Board; term to expire 03/31/2023. 

 

Commissioner DeYoung nominated: 

 

Glen Brookhouse, 515 Selby St, Hopkins 

 John Weerstra, 1260 Lincoln Rd. Lot 19, Allegan 

 Gale Dugan, 318 21st St., Otsego 

 James Storey, 344 W. 35th St., Holland 

 

Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner DeYoung to 

close the nominations and cast a unanimous ballot for Glen Brookhouse, 

John Weerstra, Gale Dugan and James Storey. Motion carried by voice vote. 

Yeas: 5 votes. Nays: 0 votes. Absent: 2 votes. 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – NO COMMENTS 

23/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting to public participation and as 

there were no comments from the public, he closed the meeting to public 

participation. 
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