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EVENING SESSION 

 

OCTOBER 8, 2020 SESSION – INVOCATION, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, ROLL CALL 

1/ The Board of Commissioners of the County of Allegan, State of 

Michigan, met remotely online connecting through a Zoom webinar on October 

8, 2020 at 7:01 P.M. in accordance with the motion for adjournment of 

September 24, 2020, and rules of this Board; Chairman Storey presiding. 

 The invocation was offered by District #1 Commissioner Kapenga. 

 The Deputy County Clerk led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance to 

the flag. 

 Upon roll call the following members answered as Commissioners for 

the respective Districts: 

 DIST #1 DEAN KAPENGA   DIST #5 TOM JESSUP 

 DIST #2 JIM STOREY   DIST #6 GALE DUGAN 

 DIST #3 MAX THIELE   DIST #7 RICK CAIN 

 DIST #4 MARK DeYOUNG 

 

PUBLIC HEARING: 2021 ALLEGAN COUNTY PROPOSED FINAL BUDGET 

2/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting for the public hearing at 7:04 

P.M. 

 Attached is the Notice of Public Hearing on the 2021 Allegan County 

Proposed Final Budget that was published in the Allegan County News on 

October 1, 2020.  

 

PUBLIC NOTICE  

2021 ALLEGAN COUNTY PROPOSED FINAL BUDGET  

 

The Board of Commissioners of the County of Allegan will hold a budget hearing on Thursday, October 8, 2020, for all 

interested citizens to comment and discuss the proposed budget.  

 

The hearing will take place at 7:00PM remotely via electronic teleconference.  The public may participate in the 

meeting/public hearing by calling 1-929-205-6099, Meeting ID: 848 6387 9892 and Meeting Password 100820.  For other 

options connecting to the meeting, please visit our meeting notice website at www.allegancounty.org or contact the 

County Administrator’s Office.    

 

The proposed budget may be examined online at www.allegancounty.org under News Media Room or on weekdays at the 

Office of the Allegan County Administrator (address below), between 8:00AM and 5:00PM. All interested citizens will 

have the opportunity to give written and/or oral comment.  

 

The County will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services to individuals with disabilities at the public 

hearing upon one (1) week notice. Individuals requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the following in writing 

or by telephone:  

 

Robert J. Sarro,  

County Administrator,  

3283 – 122nd Avenue,  

Allegan, Michigan, 49010  

269-673-0239  

 

 

 

http://www.allegancounty.org/
http://www.allegancounty.org/
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Chairman Storey opened the meeting for public input and as there were 

no comments from the public, he closed the hearing for public 

participation. 

 Chairman Storey closed the public hearing at 7:06 P.M. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING: COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) CARES FUNDING 

3/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting for the public hearing at 7:06 

P.M. 

 Attached is the Notice of Public Hearing on the Michigan Community 

Development Block Grant (CDBG) Funding for CDBG Cares Funding that was 

published in the Allegan County News on October 1, 2020.  

 

COUNTY OF ALLEGAN 
MICHIGAN COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) FUNDING FOR CDBG CARES FUNDING 

 

The Board of Commissioners of the County of Allegan will hold a public hearing on October 8, 2020, at 7:00PM for the 

purpose of affording citizens an opportunity to submit comments on the proposed application for a CDBG grant. This 

meeting will be held remotely via electronic teleconference.  The public may participate in the meeting/public hearing by 

calling 1-929-205-6099, Meeting ID: 848 6387 9892 and Meeting Password 100820.  For other options connecting to the 

meeting, please visit our meeting notice website at www.allegancounty.org or contact the County Administrator’s Office.    

 

The County proposes to use $320,353.77 of CDBG funds mass COVID testing and benefit at least 51% low to moderate 

income persons. Zero persons will be displaced as a result of the proposed activities. 

 

A copy of the County’s Community Development Plan and CDBG Application may be examined online at 
www.allegancounty.org under News Media Room or on weekdays at the Office of the Allegan County Administrator 

(address below), between 8:00AM and 5:00PM. 

 

The County will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services to individuals with disabilities at the public 

hearing upon one (1) week notice. Individuals requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the following in writing 

or by telephone:  

 

Robert J. Sarro, 

County Administrator, 

3283 – 122nd Avenue, 

Allegan, Michigan, 49010 

269-673-0239 

 

Chairman Storey opened the meeting for public input and as there were 

no comments from the public, he closed the hearing for public 

participation. 

 Chairman Storey closed the public hearing at 7:07 P.M. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

4/ Deputy Clerk Tien noted to the board that they received the following 

resolutions: 

1. Leighton Township resolution in support of a county-wide ORV 
ordinance 

2. Otsego Township resolution in support of a county-wide ORV 
ordinance 

 

http://www.allegancounty.org/
http://www.allegancounty.org/
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SEPTEMBER 24, 2020 SESSION MINUTES – ADOPTED 

5/ Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to 

approve the minutes for the September 24, 2020 session as distributed. 

Motion carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – NO COMMENTS 

6/ Chairman Storey opened the meeting to public participation and as 

there were no comments from the public, he closed the meeting to public 

participation. 

 

AGENDA – ADOPTED AS PRESENTED 

7/ Moved by Commissioner Thiele, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to adopt 

the meeting agenda as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 7  

votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

INFORMATIONAL SESSION 

8/ Road Commission Director Craig Atwood presented to the board the 2019 

Annual Report for the Road Commission. 
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AMEND MEETING AGENDA 

9/ Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Cain to amend 

the meeting agenda to move the Administrative Report to Roundtable. Motion 

carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE – CLAIMS & INTERFUND TRANSFERS 

10/ WHEREAS, Administration has compiled the following claims for October 

2, 2020 and October 9, 2020; and 

WHEREAS, the following claims, which are chargeable against the 

County, were audited in accordance with Section 46.61 to 46.63, inclusive, 

M.C.L. 1970 as amended and resolutions of the Board; and 

WHEREAS, said claims are listed in the 2020 Claims folder of the 

Commissioners’ Record of Claims. 

 

October 2, 2020 

  

TOTAL AMOUNT 

CLAIMED 

AMOUNT 

ALLOWED 

AMOUNT 

DISALLOWED 

General Fund – 1010 49,175.95 49,175.95  

Park/Recreation Fund - 2080 465.18 465.18  

Central Dispatch/E911 Fund - 2110 603.76 603.76  

Health Department Fund – 2210 10,409.65 10,409.65  

Solid Waste – 2211 33,145.61 33,145.61  

Transportation Grant – 2300 397.60 397.60  

Capital Improvement Fund - 2450 1,941.00 1,941.00  

Register of Deeds Automation Fund – 2560 121.79 121.79  

Indigent Defense – 2600 28,726.84 28,726.84  

Grants – 2790 26,363.58 26,363.58  

Victims Rights Grant - 2791 528.07 528.07  

Child Care-Circuit/Family – 2921 2,027.76 2,027.76  

Senior Millage – 2950 186,469.50 186,469.50  

Delinquent Tax Revolving Fund – 6160 12,104.79 12,104.79  

Self-Insurance Fund – 6770 7,194.83 7,194.83  

Drain Fund – 8010 33,889.86 33,889.86  

TOTAL AMOUNT OF CLAIMS $393,565.77 $393,565.77  
 

October 9, 2020 

  

TOTAL AMOUNT 

CLAIMED 

AMOUNT 

ALLOWED 

AMOUNT 

DISALLOWED 

General Fund – 1010 76,515.59 76,515.59  

Park/Recreation Fund - 2080 1,170.34 1,170.34  

Central Dispatch/E911 Fund - 2110 48,918.81 48,918.81  

Friend of the Court – 2151 3,300.42 3,300.42  

Health Department Fund – 2210 3,498.05 3,498.05  

Solid Waste – 2211 3,026.83 3,026.83  

Transportation Grant – 2300 1,835.76 1,835.76  
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Capital Improvement Fund - 2450 136,907.11 136,907.11  

Register of Deeds Automation Fund – 2560 258.03 258.03  

Indigent Defense – 2600 28,335.66 28,335.66  

Law Library – 2690 4,420.84 4,420.84  

Grants – 2790 4,948.30 4,948.30  

Wayland Township – 2806 67.00 67.00  

Child Care-Circuit/Family – 2921 11,556.57 11,556.57  

Soldiers Relief – 2930 6,406.80 6,406.80  

Self-Insurance Fund – 6770 364,371.25 364,371.25  

Drain Fund – 8010 37,888.72 37,888.72  

TOTAL AMOUNT OF CLAIMS $733,426.08 $733,426.08  
 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Commissioners adopts the 

report of claims for October 2, 2020 and October 9, 2020. 

Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Cain to adopt 

the report of claims for October 2, 2020 and October 9, 2020. Motion 

carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

  

ACTION ITEMS: 

 

COUNTY OF ALLEGAN – 2021 GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT 

11/ WHEREAS, pursuant to MCLA 141.421 and .413, notice of a public 

hearing on the proposed budget was published in a newspaper of general 

circulation on October 1, 2020, and a public hearing on the proposed 

budget was held on October 8, 2020; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners intends to levy and 

collect the general property tax on all real and personal property within 

the County upon the current tax roll an allocated millage of 4.5125 mills 

for County operations, which includes the Allocated Veterans Relief fund; 

voter approved millage of .4859 for Senior Services, voter approved 

millage of 0.9857 mills for County Roads, and voter approved millage of 

.25 mills for Medical Care Community, for a total millage of 6.2341; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has reviewed the 

recommended balanced budget and through this resolution is appropriating 

funds through Line Items contained within each budgetary Activity to each 

Department, as attached, and County officials responsible for the 

expenditures authorized in the budget may expend the funds up to, but not 

to exceed, the total appropriation authorized for each Activity and in 

accordance with the Board approved Budget Policy; and 

WHEREAS, the 2021 proposed budget includes the capital 

and non-capital projects and grant funds received from State, Federal and 

other sources, as outlined in the attached lists; and 

WHEREAS, a comprehensive list of the County’s fleet (e.g. vehicles, 

boats, ATVs, golf carts and trailers), inclusive of the approved funding 

source, has been reviewed.  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, in cases where there may be 

benefit financially and operationally, 2021 Capital Projects may proceed 
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effective immediately upon adoption, contingent upon approval by the 

County Administrator; subsequently, the Executive Director of Finance is 

authorized to perform necessary budget adjustments; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Board of Commissioners authorizes the 

continuation of current capital projects into 2021, to include the re-

appropriation of funding, as detailed as attached; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Board of Commissioners authorizes the 

County Administrator to execute documents related to fleet acquisitions 

and disposals, including, but not limited to, titles, purchase agreements 

and registrations; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that any action (e.g. purchase, grant, 

donation) that would serve to increase the total fleet size beyond the 

annually reviewed fleet list, or a significant change in fleet item (i.e. 

ATV exchange for Full Size Truck) must be brought before the Board of 

Commissioners for consideration; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the County Administrator is authorized to 

apply for and accept when awarded all grants included in the 2021 budget 

submission as attached; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Board Chairperson and/or County 

Administrator is authorized to sign any necessary grant documents on 

behalf of the County, and the Executive Director of 

Finance is authorized to perform any necessary budget adjustments related 

to these grants; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the portion of any position funded through a 

grant shall be coterminous with the available program and grant funds; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Board of Commissioners adopts the 

proposed 2021 budget as the fiscal year 2021 Budget for the 

County of Allegan; and 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, the County Administrator and/or Board of 

Commissioners shall make any necessary corrections and adjustments to the 

2021 Budget in accordance with Board approved County policy. 

Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

approve the resolution as presented. 

** Moved by Commissioner Jessup, seconded by Commissioner Cain to amend 

the resolution to have the Administrative Legal Counsel Activity 256 moved 

to the County Board of Commissioners Activity 101 in the 2021 Budget. 

Motion amendment carried by roll call vote. Yeas: Storey, DeYoung, Jessup 

and Cain. Nays: Kapenga, Thiele and Dugan.  

Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

approve the resolution as amended. Motion carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 

Kapenga, Storey, DeYoung, Dugan and Cain. Nays: Thiele and Jessup. 

 

**Resolution was amended during the 10/22/2020 Board Session. See pages 

894-895 of the 10/22/2020 session. Highlighted item above was rescinded 

from the resolution. Then commissioners confirmed the above resolution as 

initially presented.  
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FINANCE – APPLY/ACCEPT CDBG PROGRAM CARES FUNDING 

12/ WHEREAS, the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security Act (CARES 

Act), Public Law 116-136, makes available supplemental Community 

Development Block Grant (CDBG) and Emergency Solutions Grant ESG-CV 

funding for grants to prevent, prepare for, and respond to Coronavirus 

(COVID-19). The CDBG grant will provide flexibilities for grantees to 

expedite the use of grant funds to help address the challenges facing our 

nation during this historic public health crisis; and 

WHEREAS, the Michigan Strategic Fund has invited Allegan County to 

accept Community Development Block Grant Program funds to support CDBG 

CARES Funding; and  

WHEREAS, the County of Allegan will seek to receive up to $320,353.77 

in CDBG funds to reimburse for unexpected costs associated with COVID-19; 

and  

WHEREAS, the proposed project will benefit all residents of the 

project area and 37.74% percent of the residents of the County of Allegan 

are low and moderate income persons as determined by census data provided 

by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the County of Allegan hereby 

designates the County Administrator as the Certifying Officer, the person 

authorized to certify the Michigan CDBG pre-agreement documents, the 

person authorized to sign the Grant Agreement and payment requests, and 

the person authorized to execute any additional documents required to 

carry out and complete the grant.  

Moved by Commissioner Kapenga, seconded by Commissioner Dugan to 

approve the resolution as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote. 

Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 

FINANCE – EXTEND 2020 BUDGET POLICY #211 AMENDMENT 

13/ WHEREAS, it has been determined that appropriate financial policy 

generally exists to maintain operations even during an emergency and it is 

recognized that the CAO recommends a balanced budget each year with 

contingency appropriated; and 

WHEREAS, contingency is recommended to cover unforeseen items (e.g. 

fuel adjustments, contract adjustments) including emergencies and serves 

as a first level emergency fund; and 

WHEREAS, all efforts are made to use departmental funds prior to any 

other adjustments; and 

WHEREAS, the CAO has been authorized by the Board to make “emergency 

purchases” and also make individual budget adjustments up to $25,000 from 

appropriated funds. 

WHEREAS, on April 9, 2020, the Board authorizes 4.10.2 of the Budget 

Policy to be modified as follows 

4.10.2  The CAO is authorized to make budget transfers among 

activities within a fund, among funds and among line items 

within an activity or any combination thereof in accordance 

with the established thresholds (Appendix 6.D) as long as 
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no additional appropriation is required from any 

unappropriated funds; and 

WHEREAS, the Board further authorized Appendix 6.D to be modified by 

removing the words “Contingency or” from the Board Discussion Column of 

the Budget Adjustments Section with a sunset date of October 9, 2020; and 

 WHEREAS, the policy change has been administered appropriately and 

without issue. 

 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the sunset date is hereby extended until 

such time as the changes are considered in the next Budget Policy 

revisions for final incorporation.  

 BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, any transfers from Contingency shall be 

reported to the Board in the next Administrator’s report to the Board, and 

in the budget adjustments report consistent with the Budget Policy. 

Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

approve the resolution as presented with an expiration date of December 

31, 2020. 

Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

amend the resolution to have an expiration date be March 1, 2021. Motion 

amendment carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

Moved by Commissioner Dugan, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

approve the resolution as amended. Motion carried by roll call vote. Yeas: 

7 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

BROWNFIELD AUTHORITY – APPLY/ACCEPT FY2021 ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

BROWNFIELDS COMMUNITY-WIDE ASSESSMENT GRANT 

14/ BE IT RESOLVE THAT the Allegan County Board of Commissioners hereby 

approves the request from the Allegan County Brownfield Authority, to 

apply for and accept when awarded, the Brownfields Community-Wide 

Assessment grant offered through the Environmental Protection Agency 

FY2021, in the amount of $300,000 to assess sites with contamination by 

hazardous substance and/or petroleum; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board Chairperson and/or the County 

Administrator are authorized to make any final revisions to text prior to 

submission and sign the necessary documents on behalf of the County and 

that the Executive Director of Finance is authorized to make the necessary 

budget adjustments to complete this action.   

 Moved by Commissioner Thiele, seconded by Commissioner Kapenga to 

approve the resolution as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote. 

Yeas: 7 votes. Nays: 0 votes. 

 

ROCK TENN – REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL & BROWNFIELD REDEVELOPMENT PLAN 

15/ Executive Director of Services Dan Wedge addressed the board 

regarding the demolition of the former Rock Tenn facilities and the 

removal of the foundations. Several RFP’s from other current and recent 

paper mill demolition projects were reviewed by County Administration. 

Wedge presented three options on how the County might proceed with 

demolition and a Brownfield Plan. Wedge further presented the 

recommendation to proceed with option number two in which the County would 

hire a consultant to develop a Brownfield Plan and request for proposal 

for demolition and removal. 
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