
CHARLEVOIX COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COUNTY OF CHARLEVOIX

RESOLUTION TO DECLARE CHARLEVOIX COUNTY TO BE A

"SECOND AMENDMENT SANCTUARY COUNTY>>

THE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF CHARLEVOIX, STATE OF

MICHIGAN, STATES:

WHEREAS, the County Board of Commissioners of the County of CHARLEVOIX, State of Michigan,
pursuant to Michigan statute, is vested with the authority of administering the afi&iis of the County government
of CHARLEVOIX County, Michigan, and is organized as a body corporate with powers and immunities provided
by law, and to protect the health, safety, and welfare ofthe residents of CHARLEVOIX County and the employees
of the CHARLEVOIX County government and

WHEREAS, the Second Amendment to the United States Constitution, ratified in 1791 as part of the Bill
of Rights, protects the right of the people to keq) and bear arms; and

WHEREAS, the United States Supreme Court in District of Columbia v. Heller, 554 U.S.570 (2008),
affirmed an individual's right to possess a firearm, uncoimected with service in a militia, and to use that firearm
for traditionally lawful purposes, such as self-def^e within the home; and

WHEREAS, the United IStates Supreme Court in McDonald v. Chicago, 561 U.S. 742 (2010), affirmed
that die right of an individual to *lce^ and bear arms," as protected under the Second Amendment, is incorporated
to the States by the Due Process Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment; and

WHEREAS, the United States Supreme Court in United States v. Miller, 307 U.S. 174 (1939), opinioned
that possession or use of a firearm that has some reasonable relationship to the preservation of a well-regulated
militia is protected by the Second Amendment; and

WHEREAS, Article I, Section 6 of the Michigan Constitution (1963) provides that '*Eveiy person has a
right to keep and bear arms for the defense of himself and the state"; and

WHEREAS, it is the desire of this Board to declare its si^port of the Second Amendment to the United
States Constitution and to the provisions of the Michigan Constitution which protect CHARLEVOIX County
citizens' individual rights to ke^ and bear arms; and

WHEREAS, each CHARLEVOIX County Commissioner, as provided by Article IX, Section 1, of the
Michigan Constitution (1963), took an oath to support the United States Constitution and the Michigan
Constitution.











February 26, 2020

RESOLUTION

Declaration of Charlevoix County as Constitutional Sanctuary

WHEREAS, the County Board of Commissioners of the County of Charlevoix, State of

Michigan, pursuant to Michigan statute, is vested with the authority of administering the affairs

of the County government of Charlevoix County, Michigan, and is organized as a body corporate

with powers and immunities provided by law, and to protect the health, safety, and welfare of

the residents of Charlevoix County and the employees of the Charlevoix County government;

and

WHEREAS, it has been requested that Charlevoix County adopt a proposed ''Second

Amendment Sanctuary County" resolution; and

WHEREAS, the Second Arnendm.ent to.the United States Constitution, ratified in 1791 as

part of the Bill of Rights provides, "A well-regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a

free State, the fight of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed"; and

_ WHEREAS, Article 1} Section 6 of the Michigan Constitution (1963) provides that "Every
person has a right to keep and bear arms for the defense of himself and the state"; and

VVHEREAS, the Constitution of the United States established America's national

government and fundamental laws, and guaranteed certain basic rights for its citizens,

including but not limited to the Bill of Rights and ail of the amendments to the Constitution of

the United States; and

WHEREAS, the Constitution of the State of Michigan (1963) was established providing,

"We, the people of the State of Michigan, grateful to Almighty God for the blessings of

freedom, and earnestly desiring to secure these blessings undiminished to ourselves and our

posterity, do ordain and establish this constitution" established to form ourselves into a free

and independent state; and

WHEREAS, the Constitution of the United States of America AND the Constitution of the

State of Michigan provide certain rights of its residents as defined and declared in the ratified

documents; and

WHEREAS, all those guaranteed certain basic rights for its citizens, shall not be infringed.

Furthermore, the Charlevoix County Board of Commissioners will ensure the ability of

Charlevoix County residents to own and keep firearms; and ^













Resolutions 

 Resolution 24-2020

Date: February 28, 2020 

Grand Traverse County Board of Commissioners Resolution of Support of Passage of 
House Bill 5330 and Senate Bill 730 – Proposed Legislation Requiring Local Unit of 

Government Approval of Certain Amendments to Approved Development Plans or Tax 
Increment Financing Plans  

WHEREAS, the Re-codified Tax Increment Financing Act, Public Act 57 of 2018, currently does 
not permit local units of government like Grand Traverse County to approve a proposed 
extension of a tax increment financing plan or development plans (“TIF plans”) adopted by a 
downtown development authority (“DDA”) or similar authority;  

WHEREAS, without such approval, Grand Traverse County and other units of government have 
no ability to opt out of a proposed extension, which means that a DDA or other authority has 
the ability to unilaterally extend TIF plans for multiple years and multiple times so that TIF 
districts exist in perpetuity and tax capture could continue forever; and  

WHEREAS, on October 27, 1997, the City of Traverse City Commission adopted a tax increment 
financing and development plan (referred to as “TIF 97”), which provides for a proposed tax 
capture until December 31, 2027 from certain local units of government to finance various 
projects in the northern section of downtown Traverse City within the Downtown Development 
District; and 

WHEREAS, since 1997, TIF 97 has captured over $4,000,000 of tax revenue that would have 
funded County programs and services;  

WHEREAS, a DDA ad hoc committee has adopted a resolution recommending that the City 
Commission extend TIF 97 for an additional 13 years beyond December 31, 2027; and  

WHEREAS, if the City Commission extends TIF 97 for another 13 years, Grand Traverse County, 
beginning in 2028, would lose an additional estimated $9,000,000 in general operating millage 
tax revenue that would support the general operation of County services such as police, 
911/central dispatch, emergency management, courts, parks and community health; and  

WHEREAS, the proposed extension would not only impact general operating revenue, but 
would result in a loss of $3,000,000 in revenue generated from voter approved dedicated 



Resolutions 

millages including those that support roads, veterans, the commission on aging, senior centers 
and animal control; and  

 

WHEREAS, the primary reason offered by DDA officials to extend TIF 97 beyond December 31, 
2027, is the future tax revenue capture is necessary to finance the construction of a new 
parking deck; and 

  

WHEREAS, the proposed parking deck could be financed from parking revenue generated from 
parking fees instead of the capture of county taxes used to fund critical and necessary services; 
and 

  

WHEREAS, by proposing an extension of TIF 97 to finance the parking deck, the DDA  does not 
intend to use parking revenue generated from the parking deck after it is constructed and 
operating to finance the proposed project; and   

  

WHEREAS, H.B. 5330/S.B. 723 give a local unit of government like Grand Traverse County the 
ability to approve a TIF plan extension when the amended plan involves a project that 
generates revenue and less than ½ of that revenue is to be pledged to retire any debt issued to 
construct or equip that project; and   

  

WHEREAS, the proposed legislation would apply to the extension of TIF 97 because it involves a 
project, a parking deck that generates revenue, and less than ½ revenue is to be pledged; and 

  

WHEREAS, H.B. 5330/S.B. 723 are fair, reasonable, and give local units of government a much 
needed voice whenever a DDA or other similar authority seeks to continue to capture tax 
revenue that is critical to fund necessary services.  

  

THEREFORE, THE GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS resolves to support 
the passage of H.B. 5330/S.B. 723 requiring local unit of government approval for certain 
amendments to approved tax increment financing plans or development plans because the 
proposals would give local units of governments a much needed voice whenever a downtown 
development authority or similar authority seeks to extend tax increment financing plans or 
development plans.  

  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent to Senator Wayne Schmidt, 
Representative Larry Inman, Senator Ken Horn, Chair of the Economic and Small Business 
Development Committee, Representative James Lower, Chair of the Local Government and 
Municipal Finance Committee, the Michigan Association of Counties, all other Michigan County 
Board of Commissioners, the City Commission of Traverse City, the Traverse City Downtown 
Development Authority and the other local units of government whose taxes are being 
captured by the Traverse City Downtown Development Authority.   
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